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AMENDMENTS TO THE
NATURALIZATION REGIME FOR
DESCENDANTS OF SEPHARDIC JEWS

SUMARIO

On March 18, 2022, the Portuguese Council of Ministers approved the Decree-
Law n. 2 26/2022, which proceeds with the fourth amendment to the Portuguese
Nationality Regulation. Most of the changes are only aimed at standardizing the
Regulation in light of amendments previously made to the Nationality Law. How-
ever, this Decree-Law also changed the requirements for naturalization of
foreigners who are descendants of Sephardic Jews.
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INTRODUCTION

On March 18, 2022, the Portuguese
Council of Ministers approved the De-
cree-Law n. °26/2022, which proceeds
with the fourth amendment to the Por-
tuguese Nationality Regulation. Most of
the changes are only aimed at stand-
ardizing the Regulation in light of
amendments previously made to the
Nationality Law. However, this Decree-
Law also changed the requirements for
naturalization of foreigners who are de-
scendants of Sephardic Jews.

It should be noted that although most of
the provisions contained in Decree-Law
no. 26/2022 come into force on 15 April
2022, this is not the case with regard to
the alterations concerning the naturali-
zation process for descendants of
Sephardic  Jews. Therefore, the
changes referred to in this article, con-
cerning the naturalization of Sephardic
Jews’ descendants, will only come into
effect on September 1, 2022. Until that
date, the previous provisions of the
Regulation will remain in effect.

MAIN CHANGES

The main change introduced is related
to the requirement of demonstration,
based on objective requirements, of the
existence of a present connection to

Portugal, which can be demonstrated by
proving one of the following facts:

i. Ownership, transmitted mortis
causa (by inheritance), of real estate(s)
located in Portugal, other personal
rights or shareholdings in commercial or
cooperative companies based in Portu-
gal; and/or

il. Regular visits to the Portuguese
territory.

Another change made by the above-
mentioned Decree-Law is related to the
need for linguistic clarification of article
24-A, no. 5 of the Regulation, concern-
ing the procedure for a Jewish
Community, with the status of a reli-
gious corporate body, to issue a
certificate attesting the membership of
an applicant to a Sephardic community
of Portuguese origin. Reading this
amended legal document, it is now clear
that, not only in the absence of a certifi-
cate issued by the Jewish Community,
but also in order to issue this certificate,
it is necessary to provide the Jewish
Community (in order to issue the certif-
icate) or the Central Registry Office (if
the certificate is not previously issued)
with documentation proving the appli-
cant's descent from a Sephardic
community of Portuguese origin, the
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tradition of belonging to that commu-
nity and the applicant's family line,
namely through:

i Authenticated document issued
by the Jewish Community to which the
applicant belongs, certifying, in a sub-
stantiated manner, the wuse of
Portuguese expressions in Jewish rites
or the use of Ladin as the language spo-
ken by the applicant within that
community; and/or

ii.  Authentic documentary records,
such as synagogue and Jewish ceme-
tery registers, as well as residence
titles, property titles, testaments or ge-
nealogical  studies proving the
applicant's family connection by direct
descent or collateral family relationship
of a common parent from the Sephar-
dic community of Portuguese origin.

Although, in practice, this is not a real
procedural alteration, since the Portu-
guese Jewish and Israeli communities
already required these documents -
correctly applying, in our view, the rule
already in force at the time -, this legis-
lative alteration brings greater linguistic
clarity to the rule and, thus, greater cer-
tainty in its application.

OTHER CHANGES ON THIS
REGIME

The remaining amendments demon-
strate, in some cases, an intention of
linguistic refinement, for greater cer-
tainty in its application, and, in other
cases, the need for a better procedural
organization and guarantee of conser-
vation of documentation by the Central
Registry Office and the Jewish or Israeli
Communities involved in the process.

In this regard, it should be noted that the
Portuguese Jewish or Israeli Communi-
ties now assume the role of trustees of
the documents delivered to them by the
applicant, for a period of 20 years, and
should always digitalize and send them
to the Central Registry Office, which, in
turn, may require the delivery of these
documents in their original version if it
considers that there is a risk of damag-

ing.
CONCLUSION

Thus, from the applicant's point of view,
these amendments seem particularly
relevant, since it will now be necessary
to prove, in addition to the descend-
ance, a connection to Portugal, based
on objective requirements, such as own-
ership of real estate situated in
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Portuguese territory or regular visits to
Portugal.

With these changes, the naturalization
procedure will become more restrictive
and it is expected to be a serious obsta-
cle for many descendants of Sephardic
Jews of Portuguese origin who intend to
obtain Portuguese nationality.

Lisbon, 19 August 2022
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